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Sumter and Lake voters will see judicial retention elections
on their ballots

Voters in Sumter and Lake counties will see nine judicial retention elections on their ballots:
two are for Florida Supreme Court justices and nine are for appeals court judges.

These are not races. The candidates appearing on the ballot have been serving on their courts
since appointed by the governor. Voters are being asked to decide whether they should remain
on the court for another six years. These are called “merit retention” elections.

If a majority of voters answer “No,” the candidate is not retained, and the governor will appoint
a replacement.

The League of Women Voters’ online voter guide, Vote411.org, provides more information
about merit retention race, in general, as well as background information about the candidates
and a link to the Florida Courts website, where recent decisions can be found.

Evaluating Judicial Candidates, published by The National Association of Women Judges,
provides more details about judicial retention races as well as tips for evaluating a judge.



